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had led to the advance in morality and the putting down of
idolatry.    Beginning, like Baal of the Syrians, and Chcmosh of
the Moabites, as a cruel, capricious, and tyrannical god, standing
like all the Pagan deities, in relation to his people as a master to^,
slaves, Jehovah was believed, after the experiences of the Wilder-j
ness, to have bound himself up in a more intimate and personal^,
manner in the fortunes of the Israelites, for weal or for woe^
than was the case with these deities and their worshippers, and(
to have assumed a more paternal relation towards them;   and
so could be represented by the Prophets as one who would not
suffer any one of his children to be oppressed by the rest, but
who insisted that justice and mercy should flow equally among
all. like a running stream.    It was the first step towards a real
paternal relation in men's conception of Gocl, and found its
expression in the code of the Ten Commandments; a code in
which the higher morality that usually only subsists between
family and kindred, was for the first time in history widened so
as to embrace a whole nation.     Not only did no Pagan nation
reach this height, but in States where Society was built on the
relation of master and slave, and where fathers could put their
sons to death and masters their slaves, it was impossible that
they ever should have reached it.    But it must be remembered
that, like Baal and Chemosh, Jehovah was still the god only of
a single tribe; and to enable Israel to rise to the conception of
him as not only the god of their special tribe, but as God of all
nations, yet another great experience was needed, and this was
vouchsafed when the Northern tribes were, as we have seen,
carried off into exile by the Assyrians.    For now there was no
alternative but to believe either that Jehovah was no God at
all, and that Assur the Assyrian god who had conquered him
was the only True God, or else that ho was merely using tlw
Assyrians  to  punish  his  people for their sins.     But under
the burning preaching of the Prophets it was inevitable that
the latter of these beliefs must prevail.    And the consequence
vras   that   henceforth   Jehovah,   although   still   having   1m